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Regular Meeting 

Of the 

East Bay Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

TUESDAY       July 17, 2018        Township Hall       6:30 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Tracey Bartlett, Ted Hentschel, Dave Houseman, Frank Guerin, Carl 
Studzinski  
Also Present:  Leslie Couturier, Zoning Administrator/Recording Secretary 

There were nine (9) guests in attendance.  

1. Call Meeting to Order.  Chair Houseman convened the meeting at 6:32pm. 

2.   Roll Call.  Roll was called by the recording secretary and a quorum was present. 

3.  Review for Conflict of Interest:  None. 

4.   Approval of the Agenda. Hentschel moved to approve the agenda as presented, 

Bartlett supported the motion and the motion passed unopposed. 

5. Approval of the Minutes.  A motion was made by Bartlett to approve the minutes of 

the May 15, 2018 Regular Meeting and site review minutes, Hentschel supported the 

motion and it passed unopposed.  

6.   Public Input: None. 

7.  Old Business: None. 

8.   New Business:  

A.   Appeal Request 9-18; Jay Clynch, Authorized Agent for James Clynch: Public Hearing    & 

Action. 

Appeal Request 9-18; Jay Clynch, Authorized Agent for James Clynch, owner, on a parcel of land 
commonly known as 845 Devery Lane, Traverse City, property identification number(s) 28-03-
630-212-00 & 630-213-00, in the Lakes Area, LA Zoning District.  The request is for a variance to 
construct a 30’ x 40’ one story pole barn requiring a variance from Section 505, Table Number 
1, Yard Setbacks; specifically a 10’variance from the road right-of-way, resulting in a 10’ setback 
from the road right-of-way of Devery Lane.  The minimum setback from the road right-of-way, 
for a pole barn, in the LA District is 20’.   
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All legal requirements have been met. 

 Jay Clynch addressed the Board, describing the request and the need for the variance;  

 He wished to build the storage building as he has many vehicles; cars, snowmobiles, 

pontoon boat, lawn mowers, and other items.  He wanted to store them inside so that 

the neighbors would stop complaining  

 Chair Houseman offered time for public comment at 6:40 PM, hearing none the public 

hearing was closed.  Chair Houseman reminded the Board that they had received a 

letter from neighbor Marty Ovens expressing concerns with the size of the building; it 

would be an eye sore being so close to his home and to the small road, the number of 

trees that were removed, the burning of toxic materials, and other issues.  

 Board discussion ensued with questions to the applicant; Mr. Clynch volunteered that 

he would no longer be burning on his property,   

 A motion was made by Guerin to approve Appeal Request 9-18 as proposed; all basic 

conditions were met with the special condition being number two (2); 2. Where there 

are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or physical conditions such as narrowness, 

shallowness, shape, or topography of the property involved, or to the intended use of the 

property that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the same zoning district. The 

motion was supported by Hentschel and it passed unopposed. 

 B. Appeal Request 10-18; Orth Investments, Owner; Public Hearing & Action 

Appeal Request 10-18; Orth Investments, owner, on a parcel of land commonly known 
as 403 E. Hammond Road, Traverse City, property identification number(s) 28-03-219-
018-10, in the Industrial, I Zoning District.  The request is for a variance to reduce the 
width of drive aisles between mini-warehouse self-storage buildings to 26’, requiring a 
variance from Section 631.2.f; specifically a 14’ variance for aisle widths between self-
storage buildings.  The minimum required aisle width for mini-warehouse self-storage 
buildings is 40’.   
 

All legal requirements have been met. 

Mr. Orth addressed the Board explaining the need for the variance; he felt that the 
required 40’ was excessive especially since the fire department required only 20’.  
Wetlands located to the north renders it so he cannot fulfill the 40’ needed as he cannot 
build in or near the wetlands. 
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Chair Houseman offered time for public hearing at 6:50 pm, hearing none the public 
hearing was closed, followed by discussion amongst the board with questions to the 
applicant. 
 

 A motion was made by Bartlett to approve Appeal Request 10-18 as proposed; all 

basic conditions had been met with the special condition being number two (2): 2. 

Where there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or physical conditions such as 

narrowness, shallowness, shape, or topography of the property involved, or to the intended use 

of the property that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the same zoning district. 

The motion was supported by Studzinski and it passed unopposed. 

 Consensus of the Appeals Board was to send the issue of the 40’ aisle width to the 

Planning Commission for further review, with possible amendment.  

9. Reports: Bartlett provided a Township Board Report, followed by a Planning 

Commission report from Hentschel.  

10.  Public Input. None  
 
11.   Adjournment: Chair Houseman adjourned the meeting at 7:20 pm.  
 
Minutes Submitted by Leslie Couturier, Recording Secretary 


